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eNotes From the Pastor’s iPad:

Dr. Edward 0. Williamson, Pastor-teacher
Church Theme for 2022 - “Resetting the Ministry” Scripture: Ephesians z:11-16
Emphasis for July: “Celebrating Church & (ommunity”
Emphasis for August: “Ssabbath/Rest”
BBC Building Hope, Building Relationships, and (hanging Lives

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! The Lord continues to bless our
congregation. This month we will celebrate our 137th Church Anniversary! To God
be the glory!!! In October of 1885, Bethel was organized by a group of parishioners
meeting in the home of the late Mr. and Mrs. Junius Wilkerson. The purpose of
organizing the church was to meet the religious needs of the growing White Plains
community and the advancement of the kingdom of God. The church was
incorporated on April 23, 1890 and the property at 1 Fisher Court was purchased for
ii: one dollar. A single frame building was erected on the site and dedicated on May 17,
1891.

Look where God has brought us from. Over the years, the church through the

4§ congregation has touched many lives and has been involved in many programs and
worthwhile causes. The congregation has overcome many challenges and obstacles

through their faith and unity. Think about the events of national and world history that have occurred over the past

one hundred and thirty-seven years: wars, disasters, disease, injustices, oppression, racism, economic challenges.

You name it, Bethel has stood the test because of her faith and hope in God.

Today, Bethel continues to have a thriving ministry and build on the heritage passed on to us. We offer a hybrid
ministry with services, ministry activities and programs both in-person and online through our use of technology
and other resources. We continue to have a concern and desire to impact our community by sharing the good news
about Jesus and the love of God beyond the walls of the building. Many members of Bethel are serving as shining
lights in the community through their leadership and involvement in groups and causes in our local area and
beyond. We invite you to read the various articles in our e-newsletter to discover some of the vibrant ministries and
activities of individuals, families, and ministry groups of our congregation.

Let us reflect on the past and let us be inspired to continue building upon the rich heritage that has been passed on
to us by previous generations of parishioners. We are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Our vision is to
be the premiere church in Westchester County serving as a beacon of hope to individuals, families, the community
and the world through our worship, our walk, and our witness. Remember our motto, “We're all in this together,
being the church God has called us to be. Enjoy your summer with God and family!

Peace and blessings!
Pastor Williamson and Rev. Deb
Bethel Baptist Church, 1 Fisher Court, White Plains, NY 10601, 914-949-2792
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Welcome to eLights of Hope!

Thank you for your interest in B.B.C.'s new quarterly "eLights of Hope" electronic newsletter. Our prayer is that it is not only informative,
but also inspirational and educational.

If you know of someone who would like to receive this communication please forward this with our blessings. To join our mailing list,
please send an email with subject line efriends to eNewsletter@BethelBaptistChurchWP.org.

It is our "eLights of Hope" prayer that the information shared will keep you encouraged and proud of the many powerful blessings,
events, and revelations locally and throughout God's world. Enjoy!

elLights of Hope Staff:

Rev. Deborah Williamson - Editor-in-Chief/Founder
Min. Latisha Robinson - Editor/Dir. Christian Education
Jemal Mosley - Graphic Designer/Illustrator

Rev. Dr. Edward O. Williamson - Pastor-Teacher
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Join Us Worship Service

(Bethel ﬂﬁ/c; Lt | 6/;?;'#?#“#{ 10:00 AM
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Sen, DNe Tierfin “WAlTams
Guest Preacher

L, T Shoared 0, Witlirson
Host Pastor

"Resetting The Ministry" Ephesians 4:11-16

o 1 Fisher Court, White Plains, New York 10601 &=
‘“’"‘-‘*'”E'd”" n"’““T“hE WWW BethelBaptistChurchWP.ORC | 914.949.5797  gabed

WESPAC Annual Awards

WESPAC honored three extraordinary people doing great things in

service of others. Deacon Frank Williams was fortunate to introduce

one of who which was Rev Dr. Edward Williamson. The event and

venue were exceptional on a beautiful Sunday afternoon. Congrats to

all three award recipients and thank you for all that you do in service
to our communities. This event was held at Wainwright House celebrating 48 years of WESPAC history and
honoring Patrick Schelle, Cynthia Kling and Rev. Pastor Williamson. BBC is tremendously proud of its Pastor
for making a difference in the lives of people in our community and world.

Interract with us ONLINE!

BBChurchl
BethelBaptistChurch_WP
Bethel Baptist Church WP

BBChurchl

www . BethelBaptistChurchWForg
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BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
REV. DR. EDWARD 0. WILLIAMSON
PASTOR-TEACHER

ly 27th - 3ls{
6pm-8pm
ethel Grounds

| Fisher Court, Wnite Flams, NY 10601

No Registration is required

Children 5 and under must
be accompanied by parents.

= End of School Year Community Celebration

| Scream! You Scream! We All Scream for Ice Cream!

.~ L | Pastor Williamson and Children & Youth Ministry Team were on site to greet

|
- students in grades Pre-k - High School on the last day of school! There were
e smiles, expressions of relief and a sweet treat to beat the heat.
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OnJune 11 2022 Bethel Bapt|st Church part|C|pated L““:L}Jrﬂ. | =
by marching in the Juneteenth Parade and ‘ %ﬁ" - '*“—Hlf%h’-

represented in the festival with our church booth. ' A T e
Thank you Deaconess for organizing the volunteers.




& THE SENATE CONFIRMS KETANJI BROWN JACKSON
TO SERVE ON THE U.S. SUPREME COURT

A5 "al Since Justice Stephen Breyer
B announced his retirement,
#¥* president Biden has conducted a

§ rigorous process to identify his
R replacement. President Biden
sought a candidate with
exceptional credentials,
B unimpeachable character, and

3 unwavering dedication to the
rule of law. And the President
sought an individual who is
committed to equal justice under the law and who understands the profound
impact that the Supreme Court’s decisions have on the lives of the American
people.

That is why the President nominated Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to serve as the
next Justice on the Supreme Court. Judge Jackson is one of our nation’s brightest
legal minds and has an unusual breadth of experience in our legal system, giving
her the perspective to be an exceptional Justice.

About Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson

Judge Jackson was born in Washington, DC and
grew up in Miami, Florida. Her parents attended
segregated primary schools, then attended
historically black colleges and universities. Both
started their careers as public school teachers and
became leaders and administrators in the
Miami-Dade Public School System. When Judge
Jackson was in preschool, her father attended law
school. In a 2017 lecture, Judge Jackson traced her
love of the law back to sitting next to her father in
their apartment as he tackled his law school
homework—reading cases and preparing for Socratic questioning—while she
undertook her preschool homework—coloring books.

Judge Jackson stood out as a high achiever throughout her childhood. She was a
speech and debate star who was elected “mayor” of Palmetto Junior High and
student body president of Miami Palmetto Senior High School. But like many
Black women, Judge Jackson still faced naysayers. When Judge Jackson told her
high school guidance counselor she wanted to attend Harvard, the guidance
counselor warned that Judge Jackson should not set her “sights so high.”

That did not stop Judge Jackson. She graduated magna cum laude from Harvard
University, then attended Harvard Law School, where she graduated cum laude
and was an editor of the Harvard Law Review.
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honored for completing a Youth Police Initiative Training
Program. The celebratory dinner was held at the Eastviews,
Middle School from 7:00 - 9:00pm. (sponsored by W. P.
Police Dept. and Grandpa'’s United)

Among the seventeen young men was one young man

from Bethel Baptist Church: Michael Coaxum Jr. It was a

proud moment for the Bethelites in attendance. We

applaud Michael Coaxum Jr. For his accomplishment.In

= attendance: Mayor Roach-15 Uniformed Police Officers- a
r—"

On Friday, April 1, 2022, seventeen young men were %;
-? %

Police Captains (Spencer& Robinson)- NAACP pres. Janice
Griffin-W.P. Youth Bureau F. Williams - Ossining Youth
Bureau M. Garcia - Grandpa’'s United J. Isenberg- NAFI /

|
Police Reform Committee Initiative . tﬁ%
Y
2022 Women of Distinction ﬁé,

| Received NYS CITATION 2022 WOMEN
© OF DISTINCTION award from
N Assemblyman Chris Burdick. A
' Nominated by Justin Brasch, President %;
4 of the City of White Plains Common r
« Council “Jonette Mines serves as the
President of White Plains Juneteenth
Heritage, Inc., where she works to
J bring the Annual Juneteenth
4 celebration to White Plains, including a
a8l virtual event last year, so that the celebration could continue, despite the

8. ongoing pandemic. | am personally very much looking forward to joining the
¥ celebration this year, in person, on June 11th. She also serves as Treasurer in
“ the NAACP White Plains Greenburgh Branch as well as a leader and officer in
her church, Bethel Baptist Church."
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Also received PROCLAMATION from the Westchester Board of Legislators Ben Boykin & fellow Legislators,
%CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION from Senator Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, RECOGNITION and
t %

.‘ E

APPRECIATION from the City of White Plains Mayor and Common Council.

Kesai Butler ( seated) granddaughter of Pat Richardson was
named Queen and Alyssa Jackson granddaughter of Deacon
and Deaconess Jackson was named Princess of the prom for
Woodlands High School. Bethel's soon to be graduates.
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A “Living History” Salute

Mrs. Cornelia Ray Evans, our 105 years
“young” centenarian and oldest member of
the Bethel Baptist Church in White Plains,

_ NY, salutes the Harriet Tubman “A Journey to
. Freedom” statue which was unveiled in
Downtown White Plains in April 2022. Mrs.
Evans is a charter member of the NAACP
White Plains / Greenburgh, NY Branch. She
will be honored in July by the Central

Hudson Baptist Association as they celebrate
100 years of service throughout the Central
Hudson region. Bethel Baptist Church, pastored §&%:
by Dr. Edward O. Williamson, is a member of the
- Central Hudson Baptist Association.

Mrs. Evans’ nephew, Irving Bell of Westchester,
PA and niece Deaconess Sylvia Latimer escorted

her to the statue and Jonette Mines (considers Mrs. Evans' her shero) met them at
the statue. Picture contributed by Jonette Mines.

Article submitted by: Dr. Frozine Reece-Smith & Jonette Mines

- Pastor Williamson Acknowledges

=
I
7
|
b
(o

Younger Fathers
Richard Jackson, Jr. & Shamalle Upton

On Sunday, June 19, 2022 during our Father's Day's Worship
.experience, Pastor Williamson took time to acknowledge and
‘encourage some of our younger fathers of the congregation to
- :be Godly fathers. Bethel Baptist wished all fathers a Happy

-3 Fathers' Day!



STEAM Award

“I believe that children are our future treat them well and let them lead the way”

Those words sung by the late Whitney Houston have always resonated with me,
and inspired and guided my work with children.

Initially | served as a teacher within the Passage to Excellence after school
program which eventually morphed into a Twenty First Century STEAM Learning
Center.

As a STEAM program, not only do the students get support in their core
academic subjects but they are provided an array of enrichment activities which
motivate them and stimulate their mind. For me the implementation of these
enrichment activities was ‘a dream come true’ as | truly enjoyed utilizing my
creative talents, as well as complementing the activities with their academics.

The STEAM After School Learning Center has afforded me the opportunity to
work and engage within the community | grew up in. | have served as a teacher and
mentor to the students and presently as the Program Director. In this capacity |
have the opportunity to work with and
assist the families.

s I am honored to have been selected as a
S0URSTELR Al 2022 STEAM Awardee by the White Plains
ey : Youth Bureau and the New York Power

e Authority. My experience with the Twenty
First Century STEAM Program has not only
supported and enriched the lives of the
participating students and families, but

has also enriched and enhanced my life.

» BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

3

AND
S RECOGNITION

-

Bartley Party of 5!!! r'f_*“f

On Easter Sunday, 04/17/22,Michelle & Chris

Bartley welcomed twins, Ellington St. Clair (6 ﬁ
Ibs, 3 0z) and Ella Chanel (5 Ibs, 9 0z).

Everyone is healthy and happy, and Vivian (3

years old) is thrilled to be a big sister! Thank

you all for your continued prayers and

support as they adjust to their new lives as a

family of five!


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTletIlUxS0

Lulabicns!
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Stefanie (Williamson) Powell graduated from White Plains
High School in 2006. She attended Morgan State
University in Baltimore, MD and received her
undergraduate degree in Elementary Education. She also
received her Masters Degree in Instructional Leadership
from Mt. St. Mary’s in 2020. Stefanie taught 5th grade for
7 years between 2 schools and taught global studies for
3rd-5th grade for 1 year at Mills Parole Elementary School.
In 2019 she accepted the position as the Behavior

Intervention Specialist for PreK-5th grade. She served in

Stefanie Powell
Assistant Principal Mills Parole Elementary School

relationships with students, families, and staff. Starting July 1, 2022, Stefanie will be the

the position for 3 years collaborating and building

Assistant Principal at Mills Parole Elementary School where she will continue the work she
started building community and 21st century learners.

Jennifer (Williamson) Vigille has been passionate
about education all her life. Since graduating from

. Syracuse University with a bachelor's degree in
Secondary English Education and completing her
master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction at
Florida International University, she has worked as an
English classroom teacher and Team Leader. She is

also currently pursuing a PhD. in organizational
Jennifer Vigille

Director of Inclusivity NSU University Schoo/

thirst for knowledge and strides in personal education and practice has allowed Jennifer to

leadership at Nova Southeastern University. This

progress within her educational organization into other leadership roles. Starting in July,
Jennifer will be the first-ever Director of Inclusivity for NSU University School to help further

the diversity mission and vision for the school. She looks forward to working hard and
creating a safer space for all University School students.

First Lady, Rev. Deborah Williamson is thankful for the
opportunity to serve in the White Plains City School District as a
Teaching Assistant over the past 17 years. She obtained her BA
degree at Southern Illinois University and her MA degree at
Alliance Theological Seminary. She officially retired effective
June 30, 2022.

iy Rev. Deb & Pastor Williamson are grateful for God’s favor on
/ the lives and educational careers of their two daughters,
Stefanie and Jennifer. They are tremendously proud of their

g~ accomplishments and future achievements to come.
.

Rev. Deborah Williamson To God be the GIory!!
Retiree, WPCSD
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36th Annual Afrlcan-Amerlcan Herltage Festival
B.B.C. members volunteer

. County Executive George Latimer said,

. "African-American culture focuses on values

importance of community. | applaud the organizers of
= this festival for honoring our essential workers. These
dedicated and selfless employees held the frontline

while serving the greater community and helping all of
us navigate through the pandemic.”

' Parks Commissioner Kathleen O'Connor said, “We are
i excited to be able to come together in person at the

| Kensico Dam Plaza and celebrate African-American

¢ heritage and culture. Gather with friends and family to
enjoy this majestic park and the live entertainment.

[ Pastor Williamson would like to thank all the B.B.C.
members who volunteered at both the Juneteenth

™% Parade and African American Heritage Festival. Our
presence in the community makes a difference!
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day, May 4th, 2022

e

1937 - dees

e et L ey

Wednesday, September 1st,

Mr. Theodore Jay Lee, Jr. was born Sept. 1, 1937 in White Plains, NY to the late Theodore
J. Lee, Sr. & Mattie R. Anderson Lee. Second Generation Owner of the 107 year old Lee’s
Funeral Home in White Plains, he transitioned peacefully in his sleep, to be wi
Lord, on Wed. May 4, 2022.

20220White Blains Junereenth
GrandMarcshals A lifelong resident, Ted belonge
: \ organizations - Funeral Directin
Community (including the White Plains Ju
Heiﬁage, where He & HlIs Wife are being Honored as
Grand Marshals of this year's Parade & Festival) - too
numerous to name all. More than anything though, he
was known & loved for his kind, gentle manner, honesty &

i@ity. -
5 immediate survivors include his wife of 57 years,

e; his daughter, Jennifer and son, TJ; as well as other
relatives, and of course his loving extended Lee’s Funeral

Home staff Family.




BETHEL BAFTIZT EMRRER

www.BethelBaptistChurchWP.org
www.livestream.com/bethelbaptistchurchwp
www.youtube.com/c/BethelBaptistChurchWP

% Bethel Baptist ':I'IIJr'l:h..
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FREOUW 700 Pt TO 30 PM EST

E‘l’!lt‘l' 1|'|I'EI.'.| H!EDA‘I’
T =) stlab, AU L L R L 11 # (45) 551 BE5E MEETING IDW: HIS B55 4194
Meetlng ID# 891 0938 0700 CALL IN # (646) 558 8656 Meeting ID# 815 31554194  CALL IN # (646) 558 8656
Every Wednesday: Prayer @ 6:30 PM EST Every Thursday: 12:00 PM EST

Bible Study @ 7:00 PM EST

' BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Ewmry Friday, ¥50pm - E0Dpm E5T

HETHEL BAPTIST CHLURCH

« _ JOINUS FOR OUR

ADULT
SUNDAY,SCHOOL

EVERY SUMNDAY ‘

P WPEPTING N6 ATH W 7938
Zal In Muenbier

CALL M & |6dih) 558 BASG

1845 E50-4E54 MEETIMG TDw 8B40 a52%8 0524
TOe BT S THEE 1 il L2, R e L, H
(=T Rl L L T R | r.CEare . Wikirnan, Py Taach L LEW T T o
Meeting ID# 878 0084 7929 CALL IN # (646) 558 8656 Meeting ID# 848 6528 0524 CALL IN # (646) 558 8656
Every Friday: 7:00 PM EST Every Sunday: 9:00 AM EST

BEITHELBAPTIS T CHURCH
'}#DMEH S .

I, 1ionday “Wednesday Friday

500 afe EST
TUEEDA."-’F.:THLIFI‘EDM’

(515) 606-5118

(717) 908-1636
Access Code: 912 814 Access Code: 225 429
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https://livestream.com/bethelbaptistchurchwp

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

SUMMER
SUNDAY | ¢

=70 SCHOOL

LIVE

ZOOM ID : 848 6528 0524

J STARTING IN JULY - AUGUST
Sunday School classes will be VIRTUAL ONLY
Exceptmn of First Sundays, which will be Hybrid (In-Person & Virtual)
During this time various teachers will lead the lesson via Zoom
Sis. Stephanie Christian, Superintendent

THEL BAPTIST CHURCH
PRESEMNTS

ZOOM MEETING ID#
827 0409 5536

AGES 3-12

CHILOREN'S SERVICES INCLUDE SCRIFTURE & PRAYER, PRAISE , WORSEHIF, BIDLE STUDY
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Men's Ministry Panel Discussion & Men's Day

Our Men's Day is held annually on the 3rd Sunday of March, but it has been 2 years since we were able to celebrate
together in the sanctuary. We thank God for keeping the Men's Ministry of Bethel together. The Men's Day theme was,
"Becoming an Emotionally Healthy Man." The theme Scripture was James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy my brothers and
Sisters whenever you face threats of any kind......” Our Men’s Day was a 2 day event: On Friday March 18, there was a
panel discussion on Zoom for men, followed by a worship service. Our panel was made up of some of the younger male
role models from our congregation Bro Andre Early, Bro Michael Rhodes, and Bro Matthew Smith, and Rev Shaun Jones
was the facilitator. Our panel discussion was a very lively and informative discussion on some of the trials that men of
faith are going through today. | was personally blown away by the candid questions and responses by our young panelists.
| applaud our Pastor for his vision to change it up and let us hear from these young men how the Lord is pouring into theirn
lives.

The worship service was brought to by Rev A'Kim Beecham of the
Maranatha Baptist Church of Queens Village NY., who was
introduced by Deacon Henry Mills. The welcome was done by Bro
emal Mosley, reading of scripture Bro Michael Coaxum, and prayer
by Deacon Dewitt Smith. Our worship music was by the Men of
Bethel Praise team (Deacon Jackson, Bro Hudson, and Bro Earl) led
by our director of music Deacon Donald Stevens, and our sermonic
selection was by Professor Glen Gibson. Rev. Beecham brought us a
powerful word from the book of James using our theme: Becoming
lan Emotionally Healthy Man. He said all of us are in the process of
becoming --the problem is that we are too busy trying to overcome.
We should be more focused on what we are becoming. If we have patience that will produce perfection. He used the
analogy of a farmer and his understanding of patience—a farmer plows, plants and patiently waits for his season of
harvest. Patience produces perfection. Thank you, Rev Beecham for that powerful word.

Our Sunday worship service was a hybrid (in-person and live streamed) service. Our call to worship was from Psalms 133.
Scripture was read by Bro David Coleman James1: 2-4 and prayer by Bro Tom Boyer, and the music by the Men of Bethel
Praise Team under the direction of Deacon Stevens. The introduction of our speaker Bro James Bason was by Trustee
Herbert Strobert. Although Bro Bason declared that he is not a preacher, he brought us words of encouragement to make
us think and live by. He gave us a personal testimony with instructions to “guard your heart - do not follow your heart’ Say
like David “create in me a clean heart o’ God--create a right spirit in

me” Bro Bason definitely gave us words to meditate on. j-"‘:‘asl BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH @
b2 [

We also acknowledged our Men’s Ministry president Deacon Henry =~ ™=~ ol “'HHUM— MEH S DMI' |

. . . . Themie: Bevaming An Emationaldy Heality Ban

Mills and our vice president Deacon Wallace Mclver for their 8 P L T S WS L[S 17Ty

dedication and continued work and direction in keeping the men's [ e ‘-‘-"-"| — 1"'“Tﬁ: .*.‘.c',j.".': T

ministry alive and flourishing these past 4 years. We give thanks to -

God for them and their families. We thank all of the members of

the men’s ministry for helping to make this another successful day.

To God be the Glory BB 1483 EA T

EREIT SFERRER

Article submitted by: Bro. Dave Coleman

IN PERSON MAIL
PUT YQUR DFFERING S gy

IN THE BASKET AT =
THE CHURCH 1 FISHER COURT

WHITE PLAINS, NY
10601

ONLINE

b & |

[
W BETHEL EFPTISTCHI AL HIBR TR
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(OVID-19 Vaccines for Young Children ¢

CDC Director Rochelle P. Walensky, M.D., M.P.H., endorsed the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices’ (ACIP) recommendation that all children 6 months through 5 years of age should receive a
COVID-19 vaccine. This expands eligibility for vaccination to nearly 20 million additional children and
means that all Americans ages 6 months and older are now eligible for vaccination.

Parents and caregivers can now get their children 6 months through 5 years of age vaccinated with
the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna vaccines to better protect them from COVID-19. All children,
including children who have already had COVID-19, should get vaccinated.

Free Home Test Kits ¢

Il Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order #4 free
at - home COVID-19 tests. Orders will usually
ship in 7-12 days. Order your tests now so you
have them when you need them.

Need help placing an order for your at - home
tests?

Call 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489).

See if you are eligible. Find a New
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In Loving Memory -

|» of our departed u

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on, that they
may rest from their labors and their works follow them." Revelations 14:13 i

Theodore Jay "Teddy" Lee, Jr.
Dora Williamson ( )

Special prayers and condolences to all those who have lost loved ones.

Men's Prayer Line: Every Thursday at 6:00 AM - (712) 775-7000 Access Code: 225429#
Women's Prayer Line: Every Tuesday at 7:00 PM - (515) 606-5118 Access Code: 912814#

Congregational Prayer Line: Every Wednesday at 6:30 PM - (712) 775-7000 Access Code: 225429%#

) A P :
To Bethel Baptist Church fcumly & Friends J

Happy Birthday & Anniversary Blessings
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